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John Robinson Block 
John Robinson Block, publisher and editor-in-chief of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo Blade, has been a 
journalist and newspaper editor since leaving Yale in 1977, 
serving in numerous reporting and editing jobs. He is also vice 
chairman of Block Communications, which has television 
stations and cable systems in five states.  An independent, he has 
been involved in planning coverage and editorials in every presidential race since 
1980. During his career he has lived and worked in Miami, New York, 
Washington, New Jersey, Monterey, Ca, London, Toledo, and Pittsburgh.  
 
Mr. Block, a bibliophile since Yale, has built several distinct book collections, 
lately one on Anglo-American legal history. An aviator, he holds a commercial 
pilot certificate. He lives in Pittsburgh with his daughter, Caroline. He also has a 
home in Toledo. 
 
About MaxxSouth Broadband 
MaxxSouth Broadband is a full service telecommunications company offering 
industry leading residential and commercial Video, High-Speed Internet, Voice 
Services. Their commitment is to provide innovative products and services that 
set them apart from other telecommunication providers. Their cutting edge 
products offer the best in entertainment, news, sports, movies, information and 
communication services. MaxxSouth Broadband proudly owns and operates 
broadband networks in 60 communities spanning 22 counties within Mississippi 
and Alabama. They are extremely dedicated to the communities they serve and 
strive to improve their services continually to provide a superior customer 
experience. 
 
The MSU Undergraduate Student Book Collecting Contest 
The Mississippi State University Libraries with MaxxSouth Broadband and its 
owner John Robinson Block are pleased to sponsor the first MSU Undergraduate 
Student Book Collecting Contest. The purpose of this contest is to encourage 
undergraduates to begin a book collection or add to an already existing 
collection. The first place winner will receive $1,000 and the second place 
winner will receive $500. The first place winner will be eligible to compete in the 
National Collegiate Book Collecting Competition held annually in Washington, 
D.C. at the Library of Congress.  
 
The first place prize in the National Book Collecting Contest is $2,500. The 
National competition is sponsored by The Antiquarian Booksellers Association 
of America (ABAA), The Fellowship of American Bibliographic Societies 
(FABS), and The Center for the Book and Rare Books and Special Collections 
Division of The Library of Congress. The Center for the Book was established to 
promote books, reading, literacy and libraries. 
Welcome ................................................................... Frances Coleman 
                             Dean of Libraries 
                             Mississippi State University Libraries 
 
Introduction ........................................................................ Fred Smith 
                              Chair, Book Collecting Contest 
                              Special Collections Rare Book Coordinator 
                             Mississippi State University Libraries 
 
 
Remarks ............................................................. John Robinson Block 
                              Editor in Chief of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
and the Toledo Blade and owner of 
                              MaxxSouth Broadband 
 
Introduction of Judges ....................................................... Fred Smith 
 
Dr. Missy Hopper 
Professor, Curriculum, Instruction & Special Ed 
                             Mississippi State University  
 
Dr. Michael Newman 
Professor and Director, School of Human Sciences 
                             Mississippi State University 
 
Jennifer McGilllan 
Special Collections Manuscript Coordinator 
                             Mississippi State University Libraries 
 
John Robinson Block 
 
Introduction / Finalists ...................................................... Fred Smith 
 
Caroline Douglass 
“Mad, Bad, and Dangerous to Know.”   
The Extraordinary Life and Works of George Gordon, Lord Byron.   
 
Caroline is a Junior in the College of Arts and 
Sciences. Her major is Psychology  
and her hometown is Dunwoody, Georgia. 
 
Robyn Hadden 
Collection: Women in Athletics.   
 
Robyn is a Junior in the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences. Her major is Biochemistry  
and her hometown is Jackson, Mississippi. 
 
Jillian Masters 
The Bits of Science You Need to Know.   
 
Jillian is a Junior in the College of Arts and Sciences.  
Her major is Biological Sciences and Microbiology 
and her hometown is Marietta, Georgia.   
 
Presentation of the Winners .............................................. Fred Smith 
 
Closing Remarks ....................................................... Stephen Cunetto 
                                      Associate Dean 
                                      Mississippi State University Libraries 
 
 
Reception to follow.  
 
